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Dissaster managemnt in libraries: with reference to nationl museum
library in Sri Lanka

Amarasooriya Y.W.N.D
nimasha.dilrangi@gmail.com

Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Abstract

libraries in collaboration with disaster management experts to prevent and respond to
the destruction of intellectual resources by various causes. However, the interest of Sri
Lankan libraries in disaster management is still not satisfactory. This study examined the
disaster-vulnerability of the Sri Lanka Museum Library's collection, staff, building and
other physical resources and the ongoing disaster management activities. The main
objective of this study was to present a suitable disaster management plan for the Museum
library and other objectives were to investigate the motivation of the top management of
this institution regarding disaster management and to create awareness about disaster
management among library professionals. Observation the Museum library, interviews
and questionnaire method were used to collect primary data. The methodology of this
study was case study. The proposed disaster management plans were gathered by
studying the plans of libraries in other countries. Prevention, preparedness, response and
recovery are the main components of a plan to avoid a disaster resulting from a hazard.
These main factors were taken into consideration for the disaster management plan for
the Sri Lanka Museum Library, which was the basis of the study, and in the evaluation of
the hazard risk, special hazards for Sri Lanka, the geographical environment where the
Museum library building is located, the climate condition, and civil society activities were
considered. The study revealed that the current performance of this library is not
satisfactory. As a solution, a new disaster management plan was presented. Risk
assessment, damage prevention, emergency response planning, disaster preparedness
and recovery functions are mentioned in this plan. It is suggested that the top
management of the Museum library should consider these plans.

Keywords: Disaster Preparedness, Disaster Management plan, Disaster Management,
Conservation, Library Buildings
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A study of the specialties of language style used in palm leaf manuscripts
in writing: based on Dalanda Pujavaliya palm leaf manuscript studies

Kumarasinghe A.P Y.W.N.D
Librarian, City School of Architecture, Sri Lanka

Abstarct

This research was carried out with the main objective of studying and recording the
peculiarities and language characteristics of the Palm leaf manuscripts called Dalada
Pujavaliya, and the method of participation and observation was used for this study. Four
Palm leaf manuscript copies available in the Kelaniya University's Palm leaf manuscript
Study and Research Library were used for that purpose. At the end of the research, the
language features, special features, grammar rules in the Palm leaf manuscript copies,
how the language of these Palm leaf manuscript differs from the language of other Palm
leaf manuscript and their similarities were also identified.

Keywords : Palm Leaf, Alada Pujavaliya, Grammar Rules, Language Characteristics,
Manuscript Studies.
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Sri Lankan indigenous medicine related to intangible cultural heritage

Menaka N.
nishanthi@sjp.ac.lk

University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka

Abstract

In the course of human evolution, ever since humans began to live in groups, a culture
and civilization have been built within them. The word “culture” has also been used to
denote the intellectual and aesthetic formation of a society. In the early stages, culture
meant the formation of the mind or the shaping of the mind. The late 18th through late
19th centuries saw the emergence and development of various conceptions related to
culture. Here, culture first means a general condition or habit in the human mind. And
the artistic and intellectual process is also known as “culture™ in general. Culture does
not refer to a specific development or polishing of a society, but rather to the entire social
tradition or social heritage. Diversity and differences among people are seen in two ways.
That is, based on physical characteristics as well as innate heritage or culture. Man has
an innate heritage as well as a social heritage. Whatever genetic endowment a man
receives, he is raised in his family from infancy. He learns from his family's manners and
customs. Here, he learns the traditional practices of the society and acquires knowledge
through experience and living. Every human society has a culture and its own wealth of
knowledge. This study emphasizes the indigenous medicine related to the intangible
cultural heritage of Sri Lankan society.

Keywords: Intangible Culture, Intangible Cultural Heritage, Indigenous Knowledge,
Indigenous Medicine, Alternative Medicine
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Use of Piriven Libraries by the Pirivena Teachers for their Teaching
Process

Somananda S.
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Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Buddhist temples were the foundations of Sri Lankan old education system. The education
of Sri Lanka which commenced at “Kalapprasada Pirivena” in Anuradhapura first,
Developed as “Pirivena” subsequently. Piriven Library is the main information center
for the Pirivena education process. The Piriven Libraries, which represent the academic
libraries, are increasing the knowledge and skills of the students in various subjects and
languages, and fulfill the teacher's academic information requirements. Accordingly, the
problem of the research was, "Does the teachers use the Pirivena libraries effectively to
explore the information need in order to make their teacing process a success?”. The
main objective of the study was to identify the use and usage patterns of pirivena library
among teachers and other objectives was identifying the problems in relation with the
usage of libraries.

The study based on the survey method and population of the study were all pirivena
teachers in the western province. Stratified sample method was used to select the sample
for the study. Primary data was collected by distribution of questionnaires under the
stratified random sampling system among the respective teachrs. MS excel software was
used to analyse the primary data obtained through the questionnaires.

It was revealed that, most of the teachers from the sample do not use libraries during
their teacing process. The teacher who is maintaining Pirivene library had Lack of proper
understanding of the library and the information services it provides. Suggestions were
made to organize programs that positively influence the teachers about the importance
of library use and by implementing, these can provide sustainable solutions for these
issues. The institutions responsible for the library sector, including the Ministry of
Education, the National Library must come forward for that.

Keywords : Piriven Libraries, Academic Libraries, Information Needs, Academic
Information, Piriven Education.
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Study on public library service in Sri Lanka referring to IFLA/UNESCO
Public library Missions stated in the Manifesto 2022: based on
Polonnaruwa Distric

Tharuka M.G.P
mgpth241@KIn.ac.lk

Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya, Sri lanka.

Abstract

Public libraries are a worldwide institution. They exist in different societies with different
levels of growth and cultures. As they operate in different contexts, the service provided
and the style of providing the service varies. Public library services should operate in a
modern and appropriate manner, as indicated by the 2022 IFLA/UNESCO Public
Library Performance Facts. Through this survey, it was studied that public libraries in
Sri Lanka conduct their services based on the performance facts stated in this mission
statement. In the study, the awareness of public librarians about the performance facts
stated in the mission statement and the level of operation of these facts in public libraries
were examined. 07 librarians of main public libraries under the 07 Pradeshiya Sabhas
of Polonnaruwa district were used as the study sample. Questionnaires and open
interviews were used to collect primary data and the secondary data were obtained using
printed and electronic sources. According to the data of this survey, the awareness of the
public librarians on the performance facts mentioned in the IFLA/UNESCO was at a
minimum level. Libraries face several issues and challenges when they apply those
performance facts for their services, such as staff training issues, physical problems, poor
reader and staff attitude and further identified library services in the public library system
of Sri Lanka are very minimally implemented. According to the survey data, among the
public libraries selected as the sample, the level of awareness about IFLA/JUNESCO
public library performance facts is about 57%. 45% of library staff possessed degree or
diploma qualifications in library science. As a result, they face many difficulties in
providing their services that have greatly affected the service quality improvement. In
order to successfully implement the IFLA/UNESCO performance facts for the public
libraries, the library services offered by those libraries should be well planned and should
implement international standards and guidelines.

Keywords: IFLA/UNESCO Public Library Manifesto, Public Libraries, Library Service,
Library Standards, Library Management.
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Human libraries representing the humans in place of books: an
orverview on the human libraries as a new approach in the field of
libraries

Wijerathna M.G.H.K
erandakaushalyal@gmail.com

Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Libraries are the main institutions that continue to provide that blood to the people. At
present, when libraries are considered, libraries have been created which provide
information that is not limited to any physical space. Today, along with the development
of modern technology, new concepts have entered the field of libraries. Instead of
traditional libraries, library concepts such as digital libraries, virtual libraries, and
green libraries have emerged. A concept not second to these concepts has recently
entered the field of library science. That is the concept of human library. The concept of
human library is one of the most unique concepts that is developing in the world today.
There are no books in these human libraries. There are only people. The main objective
of this is to positively change individual behavior, attitudes, and thoughts using language
and library mechanisms. Through this article the human library, the characteristics of
human library, human books, international human library concept, human library
programs operating in Sri Lanka, importance of using human library concept in Sri
Lanka have been focused.

Keywords : Library Services, Human Library, Human Book, Reader Service, Library System
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