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The influence gained by Amarasekara and

Sekara through folk poems

8. 55023

Abstract

Gunadasa Amarasekara and Mahagama Sekara were powerful poets during
the decades of 1950 and 1960' It appears that, both these Sinhala poets
have been engaged in poeticism with the influence of various poetic
traditions'. Among them" folk songs hold a very special place in the poetic
field'. Amalbiso™ is a text where Amarasekara was strongly influenced by the
folk song tradition while Sakvalihini® becomes Sekara’s most effective
influence in the folk poetry tradition. A variation of influence by these two
composers gained from the folk song tradition could be clearly identified in
the poem —Kinduru kumarige kathawa”, in Sakvalihini and in the poetic
creation —Amalbiso™. Both these poems named Amalbiso™ and —Kinduru
kumarige kathawa™ are based on a similar pattern of a story. Both these
creations depict varied forms in poeticism. Although both Amarasekara and
Sekara were influenced by folk poems, the poetic concepts that they built up
were of completely different structures. Therefore, it is important to ascertain
through a comparative investigation as to what form of influence has been
gained by Amarasekara and Sekara through these folk poems.

Keywords - Folk poems, Influence, Vision, Tradition
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