18 0@y B mESwe wegvw, 29 »EIB®, 2022

@¢®¢ Fge dUBmoens w1 8&ealo Gwo T
200G BEAT @LBEHES

A Study of the Classification of Verb Roots and

Formation of Infinitive Verbs in Tamil Language

Ven. Udagaladeniye Dhammawimala Thero

Abstract

The family of Dravidian languages claims a long history. Tamil, a language
belonging to this family, holds a significant place among many languages
which have spread in different parts of the world. It is one of the most spoken
thirty languages worldwide. The current trend in Sri Lanka regarding the
Tamil language and its usage is commendable. The necessity of learning
Tamil in Sri Lanka today ranges from daily communication to official and
national purposes. In this background, regardless of the age barrier, many
make an immense effort to learn the language. Especially, learning Tamil is
seen as an important aspect in creating harmony between different ethnic
groups in the country. In the study of Tamil as a second language,
grammatical knowledge plays a vital role. It is to be noted that the infinitive
form of a verb, which stands as the basis for many grammatical units, is
crucial since it forms many verbs. Thus, it is marked as an important point in
the usage of the Tamil language. The verb roots in traditional Tamil grammar
are categorized into strong verbs and weak verbs. However, it is observed
that students who learn Tamil as a second language find it problematic in
understanding this. Therefore, this research aims at classifying the said verb
roots based on their morphological features in order to ease the task of
learning the language.

Keywords: Infinitive verb form. Second language, Sinhala medium students,
Tamil language, Verb root
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