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The Influence Of Vastusastra Principles On Sri

Lankan House Planning

Ven. Udawela Rewatha Thero

Abstract

Vastucgastra is considered as the traditional Indian system of house building.
Vastugastra theories developed systematically through two schools, north
and south, have been created taking into account the variations of the five
elements. Vastugéstra sources cover everything from choosing a plot of land
to building a house to designing a roof. The Vastucastra theories have had
an impact on Sri Lankan house planning. The migrations and invasions that
took place from the vijayavataraéaya onwards also had a profound effect on
the construction industry in Ceylon. Current practices of architecture are
riddled with misconceptions. Therefore, it was hoped to study the basic
theories in relation to Vastugéstra source. This research was conducted
under the Literary Source Analysis Method. The South Indian texts
Mayamataya and Ménaséara were also cited as the primary sources, as were
the North Indian Vastugéastra texts vigvakarmaprakaca and aparajitapaccha.
The study of Sri Lankan architecture used the Mahavaaca as a source of
ancient historical literature as well as archaeological information. The ancient
work that was known as Puraamayimata written in Sri Lanka also was
examined. Important information related to the research was also reviewed
by conducting interviews with traditional carpenters and masons. This study
revealed that many architectural consultants today do not have a good
understanding of the basic principles. As a result, it became clear that
falsehoods were being socialized. In this research, it was possible to correct
errors on the basis of the correct source and reveal formal theories. It was
also revealed that Indian vastucéastra theories have had a profound effect on
Sri Lankan architecture since ancient times.
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