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C. Ranasinha

Abstract

This research aims to identify and examine the theoretical approach of
evaluation in Peradeniya literary discourse for modern Sinhala novels and
remarks on the writers who have been excluded from the discourse and
excluded by it. To order to do that, examine the works of E.R. Sarathchandra
(1914-1996), Modern Sinhalese Fiction (1943) and its Sinhala translation
“Sinhala Nawakatha Ithihasaya Ha Wicharaya” (1951) and other selected
writings of Sarathchandra Wickramasuriya, Ariya Rajakaruna who were
close members of the Peradeniya school were examined. The research
problem here is to identify and examine the nature of reading by Peradeniya
critics regarding Sinhalese novels. The theoretical approach for the research
is the two concepts of Michel Foucault (1926-1984), a philosopher and
historian who has studied history and other related areas, which are
excluding and including. The result of the research shows that Peradeniya
literary discourse has appreciated, valued, and included selected works that
have been attributed some literary qualities and excluded others from their
discourse. The Student concludes that Peradeniya Literary Discourse has
included the selected Sinhala writers and excluded the others.

Keywords : The Peradeniya literary discourse, Including, Excluding,
Criterias for literary criticism.
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