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Abstract

Folktale is a prominent feature of folklore. It is the art of storytelling that has
been the medium of dissemination of folklore in traditional societies. The art
of storytelling, which used to be a means of information communication and
entertainment with the participation of both the storyteller and the listener, is
disappearing from today's society. Folktales endowed by this art are not
instant creations, but stories with historical information, various types of
characters, trees, and animal characters as themes. Animal characters were
a significant tool used by classical writers and folktale writers in their literary
creations to portray extremely complex human characteristics in a realistic
and attractive manner. As a result, animal characters can be seen widely in
classical literatures such as the “Pansiya Panas Jathala Poth Wahanse”
(The Five Hundred and Fifty Jataka Tales) and in folklore elements such as
folk poems, folk sayings, proverbs and folktales. The main objective of this
research is to discuss the significant skill of the storytellers of the ancient
traditional society, where there was no advanced communication media like
the present day, to enter into the folktales the various shapes of the complex
characteristics of both the ‘rulers and the ruled’ and the daily social activities.
For this purpose, the information was collected from the "Lankave
Janakatha" compiled by Chandra Sri Ranasinghe. This book is the Sinhala
translation of the "Village Folktales of Sri Lanka" written by Henry Parker, a
British irrigation official who is the pioneer of collecting folktales in Sri Lanka.
The qualitative research method is used for analyzing information.The
conclusions of this research indicates that the folktale creators have a strong
range of skills to analyze various personal traits and behaviors such as guile,
love, deprivation, ingratitude, apathy, and extremism of men and women by
using animal characters without provoking the listener's féelings and (2)
accordingly, folktales with themes of animal characters such as quadrupeds,
birds and reptiles can be used as an effective source for the study of folk life.

Keywords: Forktail, folklife study, animal characters, human behaviors
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