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Abstract

In the study of human history, religion is one of the most intimate
experiences of man. The close relationship between man and religion is
clearly evident in the study of human history. There are many world religions
that have been around since ancient times. All those religions can be
identified as theistic and atheistic by a prominent characteristic. The
definitions and interpretations presented with respect to the man by those
religions are common. Among them, special attention has been paid to the
physical and mental existence of man and the diversity created in individual
activities has been analyzed from a God-centric perspective. It appears that
not all religions look at the diversity that is evident in man in the same way.
Accordingly, it is expected in this article to examine the nature of various
interpretations about the individual from the world’s leading religious
sources. For the primitive man, the diversity and splendor of the universe as
well as its constant changes caused surprise, amazement, curiosity and
anxiety. Those characteristics were able to create fear and devotion in man.
It can be clearly identified in the study of historical facts that religions
emerged as a result of man’s devotion to nature. A complexity of ideas on
the individual and the world have logically been developed with the religious
ideologies. According to the central teachings of each religion, the ideas on
the origin, evolution, diversity, existence after death and final goal etc. of the
individual have been revealed. Further, according to those religious beliefs,
among the ideologies presented on the individual, one part of the person
was created by some non-evolving universal substance. Deists believe
supernatural energy of God. Another group asserted that everything,
including the individual, has its origin without God. It is clear from the
sources that religions other than Buddhism are built on a theistic basis.
Another group of individuals have tried to explain the origin and diversity of
the individual in terms of physical factors. They are called materialists.
However, it is clear that man has been analyzed through different
approaches from different religious traditions.
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