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Abstract

The worship of Skanda, also known as Kataragama, holds historical
significance in Sri Lanka, influenced by Hinduism. Skanda, defined as the
one who oversees the creation, preservation, and reconstruction of the
universe, revered as a powerful god of war in India and various Asian
countries. Mentioned in various literary traditions such as Sanskrit, Pali, and
Tamil literature, Skanda's prominence is evident in Tamil devotional poems,
Hindu Epics and Puranas. According to the Mahabharata and Ramayana, he
is a formidable deity born to combat the Asuras, enemies of the Hindu
pantheon. Over the centuries, the cult of gods in Sri Lanka has been shaped
by Hindu traditions, with the worship of Kataragama playing a significant role
among diverse communities. Kataragama recognized as one of the four
great guardian deities in the Sinhala Buddhist pantheon, with roots tracing
back to ancient times. The study's objective is to delve into the nature of
Skanda (Murukan), the Lord of Kataragama, emphasizing how this deity
reflects a substantial part of Sri Lanka's cultural heritage. This is an
exploration of Skanda's multiple identities and ritualistic beliefs within the Sri
Lankan cultural context is a preserve study, highlighting the migration of
religious practices and historical remembrance. It is signifying the migration
from the Indian peninsula, the deities of the Hindu pantheon and faith as well
as spiritualty. Examining this holistic image over various periods provides
insight into the cultural expression and the enduring significance of God
Kataragama in Sri Lanka's religious landscape. Transcultural worship across
the country underscores its impact on majority of peoples. Because Skanda,
also known as Kataragama, is a significant source of devotion for majority of
the Sri Lankans.

Keywords: Skanda, Cult of gods, God Kataragama, Ritualistic beliefs,
Transcultural
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2" The God Katharagama, as evident from folk tradition, is initially a God of the
Veddas or hunters. An analysis of the folklore and ritual undoubtedly shows his origin
as a Veddas God or God of hunters. His role was thus, at first limited both
geographically and temporarily. Later on the emergence of the agricultural society
demanded the extention of his role to include a new function, namely God of
Agriculture. This is attested both by folklore and literary sources.King Dutugemunu is
said to have met him in a vast rice field and even today among rituals enacted in his
honour, those reminiscent of agriculture and fertility take precedence.The third change
in his role is seen when the concept of Skandhakumara was introduced to Sri
Lanka.This may have taken place with the rising of Hindu influence during the later
Anuradhapura and early Polonnaruwa periods.
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