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Abstract

Recently, the attention of human rights has become one of the most famous
topics discussed in society. Many discussions of the human rights in the
present reveals that Buddhism, which highly values human potential, is an
ideal teaching that discussed human rights among world religions. In 1948,
all countries of the United Nations gathered to establish the declaration of
Human Rights. Since this gathering, the modern human rights came into
being as a worldwide convention and law. There are many similarities
between the religious power of the Brahmins in Indian society in the sixth
century BC and the power of the church in medieval Western society.
However, by the time of the Buddha, the Buddhist and Jain sources
emphasize that how the power of Brahmin was collapsing. In the same
manner the mercantile class in Western society came to the fore by curbing
religious tyranny, wealthy merchants were establishing their authority in
Indian society. The rise of new religious traditions, patronaged by the
merchant community in India, may seem to have paralleled the development
of science and art in the West. It is not surprising that humanist thought is
common to both societies because the social condition of the sixth century
and the religious condition that developed in association with it are similar to
the western social condition of the Renaissance period. Our focus here is to
examine whether human rights are in agreement with the teachings of
Buddhism, to study whether human rights are evident in Buddhist teachings
and what kind of usage this modern concept has inherited in the common
society. The research method used for this study is qualitative method. Data
collection for the present study has been collected from primary, secondary,
and tertiary sources based on the Buddhist literature and conclusions have
been drawn by scrutinizing the data through interpretative data analysis.

Keywords: Human Rights, Buddhist Teaching, Concept of Equity and
equality, Social Wellbeing
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