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Abstract

Historical and comparative linguistics is the discipline in
linguistics to trace the history and reveal the genetic relationships
of the languages. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the development
of comparative and historical studies occurred, based on the
comparative studies of classical and historical languages in the
East and the West. The studies were started after the phenomenal
incident known as the ‘discovery of Sanskrit’ to the Western
world. That was the turning point in recognizing the linguistic
relationship between the languages of the East and the West.
The greatest contribution of the comparative linguistics field was
the reconstruction of the Indo-European language family. The
Proto-Indo-European language (PIE) was the native language
of the Indo-European people, and it is the vast spread language
family in the world. The daughter languages of the Indo-European
language family are found in a considerable geographical area
in Asian and in the European continents. The theory applied in
this reconstruction process was the ‘comparative method’ and the
theories of phonemic, morphemic and semantic have also been
applied. In the proto-Indo-European language, the velar phonemic
category is more complex than any other phonemic group. The
reason is several kinds of phonemes appear in daughter languages
to represent single velar in the mother language. This resulted in
the reconstruction of three groups of velar stop phonemes known
as pure velar, labio-velar and palato-velar in the proto-Indo-
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European phonemic system. This study focuses on finding out
and clarifying the reasons for comparative linguists to reconstruct
three velar stop groups of phonemes into the Proto-Indo-European
phonemic system. In addition, attention was paid to studying the
comparative theory applied to the phonemic morphemic systems
of the daughter languages to reconstruct the phonemic system of
the mother language.

Keywords: comparative theory, Proto-Indo-European language,
PIE phonemes, reconstruction of PIE, PIE velar stop phonemes
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