The Journal of the Faculty of Humanities (JHU) (2025), Volume 33, Issue 1, 17-50
ISSN 1391-5096 (Print), ISSN 2783 - 8951 (Online)

EIC-BWE HBIDOD
DD €W TNEEIITNIZ)

CIBED DEHRMDWDIINS D
3083232 BB DYDY

08 ENCELIVE(RIDBIN

0EsEW OWIDIL OB DI Jerlon

Abstract

The term ‘Megha’ (cloud) is used exclusively in the three languages
of Sanskrit, Pali, and Sinhala to refer to the concept of rainclouds.
For instance, words such as ‘Varivaha,” ‘Jaladhara,” ‘Ambubhrt,’
‘Thoyada,’ and ‘Payodhara’ can be considered. According to lexical
sources relevant to these languages, the definition of ‘Meégha’ is
provided along with a set of technical terms. The creative works
impregnated with the concept of ‘M&gha’ are prominent in these
three languages. In the field of musicology, ‘M&gha’ also appears
as a raga. The religious expression of the ‘Mégha’ concept is
encountered in Pali literature. Within the Tripitaka literature,
‘Megha’ has been frequently used as a religious conceptual term.
In both Sinhala and Sanskrit literature, the concept of ‘M&gha’ has
been largely associated with aesthetic expressions. The usage of
‘Megha’ and its technical terms in these languages appears to be
highly metaphorical. Whilst Sinhala poet directs attention towards
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the birds, in the context of Sinhala Sandésa poetry, Sanskrit poet's
greater focus was directed towards the concept of the cloud.
The Sinhala poetic concept of ‘Mégha’ can be seen in classical
Sinhala literature, Colombo literature, modern poetry, and lyrics,
often symbolizing clouds which are not necessarily related to rain.
In this case, the V&dik understanding of the ‘M&gha’ concept is
largely influenced by the Rgveda. In Sanskrit literature, the most
notable expression of the ‘M&gha’ concept is found in Kalidasa's
Meghdaduta (Cloud Messenger). The humanized representation
of the cloud in this work is often discussed in detail. Meghaduta
can also be identified as a precursor to the genre of duta-kavya
(messenger poetry). The concept of ‘M&gha’ transcends specific
geographical, temporal, and linguistic boundaries, making it a
timeless concept. Scholars continue to explore further research
avenues regarding this concept.
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