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Abstract

Religion has been a central concept shaped by human beings since
the earliest periods of history. It is well known that religion has
played a major role in giving meaning to social existence. Yet,
by today’s standards, the historical evolution of religion is often
overlooked. Against this background, it is evident how religion has
become a form of spiritual heritage. This raises several questions:
What is the nature and function of religion, and what is its utility
in human progress? Religion provides a foundational framework
for discussing such issues. However, to what extent is it reasonable
to include Buddhism within the common category of religion?
This proposition is examined as a central focus. Furthermore, an
analysis of the historical background underlying the emergence of
Buddhism as a religion is also presented.
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