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Abstract

Deafness affects a person’s ability to hear fully or partially, and
it often creates challenges in communication, education, and
social interaction. Sign language is the natural and visual language
used by Deaf communities worldwide. It utilizes hand shapes,
location, orientation, movements, and facial expressions to convey
meaning. This study introduces deafness and sign language as a
connected area of research, examining how sign language supports
communication, learning, and identity among deaf individuals.
The study shows that sign language is a complete language with
its own structure and rules. It emphasizes the significance of early
exposure to sign language for the healthy development of language
in deaf children. It also discusses common barriers such as a lack
of sign language education, limited interpreter services, and social
misunderstanding. The findings suggest that improving access to
sign language can increase inclusion, independence, and quality of
life for deaf people. The paper concludes that sign language should
receive greater recognition in educational and public policies.

Keywords: Deafness, Sign Language, Communication, Language
Development, Inclusion
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