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Abstract

This research focuses on a linguistic study of the semantic
changes of Sinhala 'Nipatha' with reference to the classical written
records found in between 7th century AD and 10th century AD.
This period is known as the first half of the middle Sinhalese era.
Primary sources of the study were the classical written texts of
Anuradhapura period namely Siyabaslakara (807 AD - 823 AD),
Dhampiya Atuwa Getapada, Sikhawalanda Saha Sikhawalanda
Winisa and Heranasikha (957 AD - 970 AD). The aim of the
research is to find out the semantic changes occurred in this period
related to Sinhalese 'Nipatha'. Qualitative method was basically
followed in the data analysis. The theoritical framework of historical
linguistics and the modern structural linguistics theories were
applied in the analysis process. Both paradigmatic and syntagmatic
relations of 'Nipatha' were taken into consideration. In this study
'Nipathas' were basically classified into three major categories
known as, particles, interjunctions and prepositions. They were
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further subgrouped based on their meanings. Linguistic analyses
generally focus on four major dimensions namely phonology,
morphology syntax and semantics. The research was done in
both synchronic and diachronic aspects. Tracing the etymological
background of 'Nipatha' and comparison of the middle Sinhala
'Nipatha' with modern Sinhala were also a part of the research.
Findings revealed that four categories of semantic changes can be
seen, as semantically conservations, under generalizations, over
generalizations, partial semantical mergers and total semantic
mergers. Consecutive usage of the particles which carries similar
meaning as well the usage of two or more particles consecutively
were also introduced as the distinctive features of this age.

Keywords: Linguistics, Middle Sinhala, Nipatha, Semantic
changes, Written records
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