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Abstract

Sinhalese literature in the twentieth century underwent significant
ideological and stylistic transformations, especially during the
decades following independence. Understanding these shifts
requires examining the major literary groups that influenced the
period. This study aims to examine Sinhalese literature from 1950
to 1970 and to identify the key literary groups active during this
period, with special attention to the ideologies that shaped their
contributions to the literary discourse. The research employs a
historical approach based entirely on secondary data. Relevant
literature was gathered through library research, and the analytical
framework was informed by Steven Lynn’s Text and Contexts.
The study reveals that three major groups dominated the Sinhalese
literary discourse during the selected period, each with its own
ideological stance: the Peradeniya University Group, the Hela
Havula Group, and the Group belonging to the Second Phase of
Colombo Poetry. The analysis concludes that modernism served
as the central ideological foundation for these groups. Although
critics who opposed the Peradeniya literary school differed in
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their specific viewpoints, they commonly directed their criticism
against the modernist principles that characterized the Peradeniya
tradition.
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