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The Ethno-Musicological Aspects of Sri Lankan music during the period of
King Dutugemunu (161-137 BCE)
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Abstract

This research examines the historical background and the significance of Sri Lankan music
during the period of King Dutugemunu (161-137 BCE). The literary evidence and the data
analysed in the present study is significant because they reveal some important facts with regard
to the origin and evolution of Sri Lankan music from the period of Anuradhapura. The evidence
found from the particular period is diminished for a period, perhaps a century or more, and the
causes of its disappearance can be evolved at various dimensions one of which is the diverse
indological perspective of analysing and arguing the data, attempting to assum the Indian
inspiration. 20" Century Sri Lankan studies attempt to pursue the studies on Sri Lankan origin
in which the present study scets the authentic characteristics of Sri Lankan music during the
relevent period. The impact of Buddhism on Sri Lankan Music during several phases of the
selected period was necessarily discussed in this research to identify its foreign elements. It can
be concluded that the evidence found from the particular period have provided some
independent and indegenous characterestics of Sri Lankan music resembles the ideological
underlining of foreign inspiration with the passage of time and the need of the society.The
present study involved both literature survey and the evidence and elements of the Sri Lankan
music that were obtained from the primary sources i.e. Mahavamsa, Culavamsa and other texts,

scholarly studies, and an examination of archeological information.
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The Origin of the double-sided hand drum or damaru dates back to the early Harappan
civilization, where it first apppesrs as a pictogram in the ancient Indus valley script. As
an early Shaivite emblem the damaru is a right hand attribute of Shiva in his form as
Nataraja, the "king of the Dance™ who vibrantly sounds the drum to create the male
rhythm... #
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Statuettes of women playing smaller frame drums with their bare hands are roughly
dated 2000 B. C. by archaeologists. It is not hazardous to give the third term balag-di
to these drums. Its Akkadian equivalent, timbuta, or tibbu, has 'ring' as first
significance. Women in the near East used frame drums in rites connected with the
worship of the moon. Moreover, the radicals of the Tamil name of frame drums,

tambattam. %

31 Beer, Robert, 2003. The Handdook of Tibetan Buddihist Symbols, pp. 107
32 3983, ared. ©9, 1965. D3O QO (OO ow), 41 89D
3 Sachs, Curt, 1940. The History of Musical Instruments, pp. 76

39



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

BeEISe1D) ©.Bmw v BEnd emeds u8dedced @iin e ¢ 0dd Seducn
Co00d »HOODO® @ YO R0 deorvwr eR ©»d LY Gidews’ D1y D ewd
2CNS @230, VWS (] @53ewIE) POIDOR OB eRTG 5398 O CoIed HOSDI®
B0 ©8s @d. giln wrdded Dibmn ¢1e38s’ 0® B8Rt Bo@m»wumO Oe®®0 8. ¢. O,
RCEHBE® (1974) cfesw ¢IE.

‘Rozed eRICD DIduBIB @ O ¢ Dimds W07 GRD® OO0 NDeEIBweim
BLEDDCews’ cum R @ 'emOE D0® dbved eRdws PO @ilc WUm et @nmn
@S’ 08, 008 APFeEiBwim) s »OYY Bu.cen 953¢wIed ¢ O6 »HOODO endS
OO »BB OB, T @BIEB 3B W€eR) DS IHOR NS ©25005) BHOOOD eSS
»ORO3 o eRds 8. yidewrs FeRIB@D ©O® D5 D1€hd w@RBWHO @Bvewrs’
e QBICBDO 3o®ene § D BEw® (B .

AReEIBed 0®l @ eBiCe el Foed HOSDO®D 8@ JOE R0 Derdsw O
20808 e Dl O 0@ . ¢8R D8 HPRDV® e@»f OO’ Bl DsDWIS
el R0 dedss O ¢ wrdEed DmDE BESe Gy DO emoRd aTIHEOD

@D,

NPeRIB@In) e @ enole CODE YOED® Gnens edd Deds (frame drums) emsd
Co00 »HOO0B0 8@ YO @RJ »EeED. BYS3 DT BE VO WD (S Enens’
@RJ BanE g®rImed O3 e s®ens B @853 DcmB E (RoIed Ao Ty D)
eRJ Seods D ener’. ewetiedns AAECIBBIeDsS e @IV BuR®ents § @0
Beorduwns $1nens’ Cowed HOOOOE BU®rens & a8 u» 8. ¢. 98 REHewed @me
DHHT DE 1D SER 300 @O, B CBBHOIES ©B@BDD EoIed HO®DO®
B Rree om0 B8EAQ 0medm DICB VWD @R DEBIOD O .

B3R (mE®BO) w» @owe (MPendde) (Jo@e Good ®dm & VD D .
@CRINGesE OB® @m0 ¢ BBHIE® Dwum @ 3 BB D@ T BB CER. GIsTID
Deews’ Fedn Yoo ecd(B Bude mHO® o0& BHIEE 3mc1gd DHRBOE & v B .
© DI WeRd) DB®OBO @wnsd Dics BBuwu ((Qu®en d¥ed Dics Dasde B8O @wvs))
Qsdomed 00 . O @3 (EWo, @CIVo, BT, WEMEY, wFMEP, 8 »E® (S
DO s’ 00 (e wewm). e®8 HIEY’ BB wews’ O Digs BBEE © e HNEE
BB ©F) eI DEDOBS (ME@®SI) DICE EBIBEHE WEBD DIEs WIerd) D BYD (B
3. O8m®1z OBOWIceE MMEOeI0 8B Hes3OD MBS VA DI GBI ERINOBSI

M ncBem, 8. ¢ e, 132 890

40



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

DEBD s OWE WEMCE®’ O v @B D eves’. wiEBsim®, 0538sme,
SOBBIHY, dr3ess, 8&esiS, 5053w, D15 »HOOVES BBV oz BU® eI 1S D eBesS.
eBmed 80 dUm e ¢ ® Ruwe & Rreern BotdmaBed eeImINBsE Ji3enE EETD
COOHBS DO 8538 Bed.

Qo018 en Qood IS § B @ QBJ Dics wient) B8R SOBe® OED wy Dend
BEAE wim Do ed.0CEwgie 9Oewrs’ »ED @S AOBEI Ve DI®» Crws Dend
DB DO G & amd Do 0. dem DI1g WOB® §gdiged wy BBBnecE Bo»
eumpe »OB® amd ¢ B3O R . B8ImeE Bovw ocvime DEOEE®DE VOB
B80FBemrmed »Oc® ¢ (B0 Ced. eCIng: HBewrs’ VDL Ser OGO a»D
D508 @RSes020 B REY @5 VRS @B ©d. T GIBens’ eRIDD WG (B
bl D000 ¢S D(B) ©F. BuIg woBmueds, acnms ¢B8en wIomeds sOED Denid
DO B g cWBE 0 Bewd @m0 00O w8 (WE Y®) BerdS. Yews’
@EINBILCERH HEDB Dend w®mBEC0 @1 Dned 8y, sbf3wiy witd (Harp) »e8
DB Dgs wreRded IR @d. (9ogen Qoo 853 ¢cB® OB gous emed. d®
QOB R BWIed (Bed®m eRICNned® BOler®s gor 0. eRVll IBmBsers,
@RICL QI OGO a0 sbiwid, Jo1®@s (B ©10€h @9l COOESS »w L Sen BT
200, @EINse Den OGO BEDI AR WEH @B BOcwed Den eI
GRIBWDEO ¢HOD NRTD BAC O 9oy B enen’. den Digmnr O 0 508 § ewien
eNBO Qs Dwsie Dened mif ¢ BBe® Oedes eI WOIHS R ¢ &GO
BBOmed ¢y 80 e 2o@Bmd Bwmoed O ‘ewien guin’ @0eds’ o EE emeb.?
VeSO ay ecdusied Denr Digw § @08a Y3 O 953¢BEI @D 8 B Dend
(eROsent) Dentd) D1y PO HBOwed ¥ Bomed eBwItd gws Lmsex® menid
25’ ©0.%° §80me € 0110053 Buiedies’ §.8. 8ef 1B 8eded i3siny e
3. OO, DgOd Ty ©w@®ed BmeE gedmiIded? ©. JO meLsim WIcem Bwed g
BEovem» BEBIcurxn B 9Tl ¢ eRIcmIBs Send ©1 @RI BeHNs’ ©d.Y
Bedm 0D gowd gwsd @538wied BOFem0), 01, @008, »60EmEIert) OB @RICL
QRWIOE @B Deno OB® ¢ e 8Eews’ BE WIS BDdsed Dendd @I D ewes’.®
®»dotas 230D 88 Q18 en T DS SOBOE 7 IO(R BBwumen Den D6 DR
(Bemmerdn cedBedd) SD00 01 . De®s® CEBOE 81 WIRBGIendsiesd
8De3ed @edia) EOn gy Deny Duds 83 D (Bens Dic®iemn O gdwn wexOi3edn
80) @wodotsed ¢Ped.¥

35 SonaSutta(AN6.55)(trans.)1997. ThannissaroBhikkhu,
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tripitaka/an/an06/an06.055.than.html

3 2B (BowE) 1996. @29.63.8. 308890

37 Milinda Question. Vol. I (trans.) 1993. I. B. Horener, pp. 74

38 Ruwan Kumara, Chandana, 2014/2015. Journal of the Faculty of Humanities, Vol' XXII, University of
Kelaniya, pp. 209

¥@. 8. 30 8. 75 180, 31 ©8. 82 ©1%0

41



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

00083 sleden @ieoln €008 gedeximsic D83 (1981) Bewd o8 sbedsencmd @50
e wRed (88l s ) Semn »EDD B8Oy REEDED RuIeD $HTHVGIG ¢ LENS3
@200 Bed. 9y 885 dedd wens’ 0 guiers @@Inge; HBewrs’ »E § Senr D ®OG®
B8P S0 9D Bod®me »E O .

'The veenas featured in the sculptures of Gandhara (1%t _ 2" century AD),
Barabudur (8" century AD), kamboja (6" - 13" century AD), Ajanta (2" - 7"
AD), Nagarjunakonda (2" - 3" century AD), Satana (2" century AD),
Mahavallipuram (7"century AD), paharpur (8"century AD), Anuradhapuram,
Ceylon (2M- 31 century AD), and other places resemble the bow - shape.'*°
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'Old veena was a harp without the Post. It has a hollowed belly - (Doni) covered
wiht a board or stretched leather (Camma pokkara). The hollowed belly was
broader towards the back..... and tapered towards the front, where it was
continued into an upstanding arm (danda) Which terminated in a little like the

head of a violin..."*

Q0@ 0y c0eRB BE DR Dends’, eEingIsr; Semidsd wBewrs’ @i Be wid
3. O, OO Qe eRI¢R woEH BO® DBOWICEO & »IB)S Bddised Sen ©idn 8
s D Bodmo »E »B @ 0B wed Dew @pn ©B0h 0®neIesi®wniy)
830080 BOTHTed 98 @9 Giess BOWO (D@ B.8. 4500 s®e) ans ©® dewoc (Peace
panel) ¢80 Ered. B0 E8Sned 1 sbBwied ¢ @8 (Buni), 538 (Chang), et (Lyre),
@0 (Lute), 28 »@DES (€238 0(B)s dbvedd m Digs ©1e3t) ©dm g DO 1l H»ed.*?

D830 B5¥cHemd D 50 (8 85)®1) eWEdD LD Jend ERD §8 B0HaDE mBIY)
DICBES @R DTN Bed. & @50 ¢ent)BS 3w PORORS G Bl Derrd CrDemnrwedm
Dened B amd HBOerens B ¢ D, e®wewieni®wiy), Bed, sbfciz ©(0)s
BD0sed B3 Dics Dent) §1ey8s’ Ly Den, eI Den ¢ HODESY weIOD

40 Prajnananda, Swami, 1981. A Historical Study of Indian Music, pp. 112
41 Meheta, Ratilal, N, 1939. Pre-Buddhist India, pp. 313
42 Ruwan Kumara, Chandana, pp. 211-212

42



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Deny Boddvn Bw®idn (RJO@1), 538D, & ComD (5 JODED eRWCIN® w®® DD
OO @B OB Bo®ma ¢ v @. (Juige qoeod 8nd00 m(@) ©.0i8ded Send:s,
@RINLGIee Dendss wiRews’ H(b)s Bddised Sen e »EIG HiB ©. DR DD g
RO BT’ OB BWNE D, i Den, By Den OB Den g0 (edorws 190 8JD) esd
BCNTI WE C1D€RNdD Semed NGO B3I OB B am)®I BE VS «.

P WO1e] aND BICBe®E 8mcINEC YOWO gus (gOIEeq Ciss 8Os & EreBe teBme
8EAT ¥R 8B3RBImw RDO wrfed. ®aw BEEIew , DY, 100®, oBmw 5w »HTDBS
NS e DRI BBLY eeds’ § R1eE amBHD (SDrdmmnd) B8EIAY WO
BOLew®s Yours @R ¢JOIEeR QOB Co @8WIsed HLEGInG B8BYWS3 oD CRE.
@dBwe ©8w0nd amME O Di)en ©®s - wotdmIB ©IOD D DS ERIEW
G eqdiBs’ gEOmES ERI B®VBEO »ed)e BB ceraBu® ¢Ju§en gqoewns =108
20 J amnd Bo®ms »e DS .

B2OED

43



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

14

44



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

&8 @O 2@OE®

HIOBD Yrnw (Eoe)

B3, 2012. BOE AV, ®EO10D, (83083), NWYCE, WO LDIRD

Qesdoces, 1986. DT, O3S (58.), @2e®, ©@BdllD §®IR

Bes B0, 1996. WEORTR Bo53c®; BRI eACECTOR,; 520005300, [US (38.), emed,
@RICW t30edaB ®LBEISImG

B B3, 1996. BOCEHIB, BOO® (&30t3.), @2E®, ERICD 30t OB
BesDomes, 1959, ex0end®c, BOeiCeC (30td.), eme®, §1®. 8. Qereds Y w@IV®

WBOEEED, @. O. 2511. BOCRUS, OCrBIemID), BOOE DADELD (t30td.), eIE®, T
5DIRDOCI

QopDo®cs, 1923. & g3e®od, cRwedeel (e0td.), @Ie®, T1053 GgenIEns0B ®Iedn)w, 2007.
0@ eRIDD®e, 2012. Beoms D:0@ (83083.), @R, &es. @IS 8w 3EWICTOB)
038008, 2014. exoend®c, BB (80td.), eed, ¢®. 8. Qenetds @ B&IHE®

®Do@w, 1996. 3@ &, ©CDIPED, AQOBIPENED (38.), eme®, . emed
wewicdewnd

®®000@e30, 2005. @Co®E&0®, Bo®E (e3083.), @IE®, &1es. eVINES 3 BEWIESe]

G @Bwoesas, | moedes, | wive, 1964. @80E, Bmced; EReIE, OREYD. od. od; S»ces,
8. DRED; 50D, eI (83083), DIER®, DEBICEIC DRODEBIE LIRD)

D030 83 (®08ots I0D), 1994. @®CDe@, I3, 86302503, @B®DBIE (58.), eE®),
o, ewided ww ewicdedns

B 89®.0c adcemivn, HO® ®inwG, 1999. ewidnm, O(E80ed, emIe®, @1, evied
eewiccewnd

B 13@0c adcemivn, cOBw6 wina, 2011. ewidm, O(E80ed, emge®, @, enmed
eewiccewnd

3@ 53m30e30820, 1913. exo€hedesd, 86 (e308d.), @e®, BE1BresIns & nIEw

205330830820, D@0V, 2009. VRORLE, GPICTeDD) (8.), eed, @95
€303 ® 53OS

2030 ®dots @DIE, 2007. @CRo®Eo, BodE, @IED, e, @IS 3 eMIcT@]

onE @RIDDo@e3, 1963. eB3»eIz3, d. (83083.), @IER, & Co YIKD LB@IO®

{O88» geugs (Bove)

RCRCE®, 8. ¢ a1ed., 1974. Coed 3.8 83»OG, eE®, eCwye @riede®s30t w®In®

e®IRYEL, DG, 1961. BowE IBG I DICHS, WEI BWHD, @b, BEIBE, & Co2 »EI
OBOE®, eIER, wotdaBn WOWR ©¢sHe®3 RO

45



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

©e¢0053, od. &, 1959. s IBIB, ee®, ar®. 8, QemeEm @y @I
@833®83553¢T, ¢a5iE, 2015. Codens, @E®, &res. emed @y wewicdewnd

@ei@Im53E, @81y, 1961. Boweed ©8en®n @8 o, emed, a®. 8. erens wH
B@I0®

& @D, eEosiers, 1966. B ©o8mnn, eIER, OB YIRED]

B e, DFemg, 1989. WD Qe eBmitsm, eme®, @1®. 8. Qeretdm Y @IV

e30s, ©C. 8, (8.), 2007. @ c=3¢®, ( The Real Ceylon of C. Brooke Elliott), e=ie®,
280wl YInm

HIOBD Ynws (9:88)

A Concise History of Ceylon, 1961. Nicholos, C.W.; Paranavitana, S. (edit.), Colombo, Ceylon
University Press

A Short History of World Music, 1949. Sachs, Curt, Dobson Books LTD, London

An Account of the Interior of Ceylon, and Its Inhabitants, 1821. Davy, John, New Delhi,
Madras, Asian Educational services

Ancient Ceylon-No.2, 1972. Deraniyagala, S.U., Sri Lanka, Department of Archaeological
Survey

Ancient Ceylon, 1910. Parker, Henry, London: Luzac and Co.

Ceylon: An Account of the Island (Vol.l), 1860. Tennent, James Emerson, London, Longman,

Green, Longman, and Roberts

Epigraphia Zeylanica, vol. I, Don Martino De Zilva Wickramasinghe (ed.) 1912.  London:
Oxford University Press.

Lalitha Vistharayica, 1881. Mitra, Rajendra (Trans.), Culcutta, Baptist Mission Press
Milinda Question (Vol.l), 1963. Horner, I.B. (Trans.), London, the Pali Text Society

Record of Buddhist Kingdoms by Chinese Monk, Fa-Hien, 1886. James Legge (Trans.),
London, Oxford at Clarendon Press

Voyage aux index Orientals ET a la Chine, 1806. Sonnerat, M., Paris, Dentu Publishers

(OB8» geugs (9.88)
Ariyapala, M.B., 1956. Society of Medieval Ceylon, Colombo, Published by K.V.G. de Silva
Baines, Anthony, 1961. Musical Instruments through the Age, London, Spring Book

46



Journal of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Vol. 7, 2019, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

Bhalla, Omchery Deepti. 2006. VVanishing Temple Arts, Gurgaon: Shubhi Publication.
Bor, Joep, 1986-1987. The Voice of Sarangi, Vol. XV and XVI, Bombay, the National Centre

for the Performing Arts

Day, C.R, 1891. The Music and Musical Instruments of Southern India and Deccan, London

and New York, Ewer and Co.

Dissanayaka, J.B, 1987. Mihintale, Colombo, Lake House Investments

Gunawardhana, Theja, 1977, Ravana Dynasty in Sri Lanka's Dance Drama, Lahore: National
publishing House.

Kasliwal, Suneera, 2009, Ravanahattha- Epic journey of an Instrument in Rajasthan, Gurgaon,
Subhi Publication.

Kulatillaka, C. De S., 1991. Ethnomusicological Aspects of Sri Lanka, Colombo, S. Godage
and Brothers

Malalasekaram G.P., 1928. Pali literature of Ceylon, Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and
Ireland

Meheta, Ratilal, N., 1939. Pre-Buddhist India, Mumbai, Examiner Press

Sachs, Curt, 1940. History of Musical Instruments, New York: W. W. Norton and Company
Publishers

Sanskrit English Dictionary, 1960. Williams, Monier, London, Oxfod, Clarendon Press

0RO en 5w OYA DL

Chandana Ruwan Kumara, The Impact of Sacial caste system on traditional drum players: A
case study based on the Anuradhapura region. (Second International Conference on Humanities
(ICH-2016); 8" December 2016, Faculty of Humanities, University of Kelaniya; available in
repository.kin.ac.lk)

St S, @CAD @ B3HULHE YRIRs

Beer, Robert, 2003.The Handbook of Tibetan Buddhist Symbols, Sonasutta (AN6.55),
1997.Thannissaro Bhikkhu (Trans) available in
http://www.acceetoinsight.org/tripitaka/an06/an0.055.than.htmi

47



