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Y Writing also made it possible to store information, creating a pool of knowledge well beyond ilie ability of any
single human to master yet, at ilie same time, available to all. Writing is regarded as the threshold of history
because it ended the reliance upon oral tradition, with all the inaccuracies this entailed. (=3 Besserat, 1996,
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® In all probability in the case of Oriya, as in that of the other languages which | have mentioned above, the cause
is to be found in the material used for writing. The Oriya and all the populations living on the coasts of the Bay
of Bengal write on the Talapatra or leaf of the fan-Palm or Palmyra. The leaf of this tree is like a gigantic fan
and is split up into strips about two inches in breadth or less, according to the size of the leaf, each strip being
one naturally formed fold of the fan on these leaves, when dried and cut into proper lengths, they write with an
iron style or Lekhani, having a very fine sharp point. Now it is evident that if the long, straight horizontal Matra,
or top line of the Devanagari alphabet, were used the style in forming it would split the leaf, because, being a
palm, it has a longitudinal fiber going from the stalk to the point. Moreover, the style being held in the right hand
and the leaf in the left, the thumb of the left-hand serves as a fulcrum on which the style moves, and thus naturally
imparts a circular form to the letters. (Beames, 1872 p 65)
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