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Abstract

Vedda and Rodiya communities have different social identities from dominant
Sinhalese ethnicity. These communities have more social similarities than differences.
However, Rodiya is stratified as an untouchable caste (or social group) of Sri Lanka
while Vedda enjoys a social status equal to Sinhalese cultivators’ (govigama) caste. The
recurrent situation of these communities is the Vedda community has been identified as
having a living cultural heritage and Rodiya community has been identified as one with
memories of a dissolved culture. The Vedda community does not hide its social identity
and represents the indigenous people of the country. The Rodiya community does not
represent its own identity because of perceived maltreatment by the dominant ethnic
group. The Rodiyas mix with the dominant society without a real identity.

This paper attempts to describe the factors of social stratification of both
communities and influences of social inequality. Moreover, it attempts to identify
Sinhala consciousness on the “other”, development of ethnic categorization of Sri
Lanka and the future of these communities. This paper is based on field research and
library research, because there is some historical background in the study.

Keywords: Vedda community, Rodiya community, Ethnic identity, Social inequality
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