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Colonization and Decorative Motifs of Buddhist Art (1750-1900)

Abstract

Western colonization has resulted in a considerable change in decorative motifs of
Buddhist art, particularly in the late Dutch and British colonial periods. A large number
of Western inspired decorative motifs such as grapevine designs, roses, foliage motifs
inspired by Baroque or Rococo styles have been predominantly used in the Low country
temples instead of traditional motifs of Kandyan School such as lotus, liyawela, supu,
palapethi etc. In addition, new decorative figures like unicorns, butterflies, humming
birds, cherubs, insects, etc., were found in Buddhist art. Furthermore, colonial coat of
arms decorations, mosaic techniques, tinted glass, Latin typography styles have become
a practice in Buddhist temples. It is possible to notice that the changes of traditional
training of native artisans, losing of Kandyan patronage, collapsing of kottalbadda,
emergence of new group of patrons from compradore class, Euro-centric knowledge,
ignorance of traditional designs, expansion of Western applied arts and promoting
Western values by colonizer, etc., have influenced the making of such changes in
Buddhist art.

Keywords: Visual Art, Colonial Period, Low-country temples, Buddhist Art, Decorative
motifs
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