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Abstract
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development proceS80f the periphery has been drastically politicized. The major environmental
issues are deforestation, lack of safe drinking water, and illegal environmental activities. Lack of
infrastructure and historical background in the periphery has resulted this outcome. Accordingly,
the peripheral development processes should be linked with the core's development process and
the forward and backward linkages of the industries should be strengthened with the periphery.
Moreover, human resource development in the studied peripheral region is needed.
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Introduction

Both cities and villages are unique and play an important role in a country’s development.
Therefore, development outcomes should be provided not only to the people in urban areas but
also to the people in rural areas. In regional development, a separation between the rural and
urban areas can be seen very often. Therefore, it is very important is to focus on this issue as a
development challenge in rural and urban areas. Especially in developing countries such as Sri
Lanka, these inequalities in rural and urban areas are common. The rural sector plays a unique
role in developing counties especially in the agriculture sector and as human resources for other
sectors (Podimanike and Vitharana, 2016). Consequently, the core-periphery developmental
distance is strong in Sri Lanka and Sri Lanka has areas that lack social economic development.

In the 21st century, there is an increasing development dispa eloping countries
compared to the developed countries. The reasons behind tj ply the economic
crisis, social unrest, and civil wars (Namsuk Kim and P The Sinhalese
slogan “Kolabata Kiri, Gamata Kakiri” used to by the R in Sri Lanka

Lin, 2003). Although various developme" : #cal, social,
and economic aspects have beengtifiévenly distributed

1, (201 as explained several deyg
%@ access and infrastructure copgie

Africa, South Asia
agriculture and rurd

PCeania. Francis and David (2012) have mentioned the challenges of
development in Nigeria. They discuss the problems and challenges posed
by these issues on people and the government responses to develop the rural infrastructure
needs to the people living in rural areas. They recommend that the government should focus on
developing agricultural policies, implement strategically targeted investments in agriculture, and
upgrade rural infrastructure to boost the agricultural productivity, and increase the
competitiveness of the farm output while fighting corruption (Francis & David, 2012). Anderson
(2003) has explained the risks and challenges for managers and policymakers involve in rural
development. Most people presently reside in rural areas in the world are poor and exposed to
several risks. The authorities often lack instruments to manage them adequately, and therefore,
they are highly vulnerable both socially and economically (Anderson, 2003). Scoones (2009) has
provided a historical review of key moments in debates about rural livelihoods, identifying the
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tensions, ambiguities, and challenges of such approaches. Several core challenges are identified,
centered on the need to inject a more thorough political analysis into the center of livelihoods
perspectives (Scoones, 2009). The digital economy challenge faced by the peripheral rural areas
can be identified as another challenge. Despite the considerable effort being made by the
European Union to heighten awareness of the need for peripherally located rural S.. M... E...
(SMEs) to become more involved in exploiting the economic potential of the digital economy of a
country, among the major barriers preventing such involvement by rural SMEs is the difficulty of
obtaining affordable high-speed internet access in remote locations in this era of liberalized
telecommunications markets (Grimes, 2003).

Sri Lanka has a rural population of 77.4% and an urban population of 18.2% (Census and
Statistics Department, 2012). Significant progress has been made in the provision of social and
physical infrastructure in the peripheral region where a high rural populaféen lives and in raising
the standard of living of the rural population, and the persistene egal imbalances and

O'Hare and Barrett 1996; Gooneratne 2001; Wanasinghe 26°T;
a@fics between districts within Sri Lanka.

5 a district which,
@i, and telecommunic
ct. The main chall ) agéwell as any other

region when exarg
facilities etc. in the

e spatial pattern of development in specific areas. Roads, water
of Colombo in the Western Province are not available to see in the isolated
towns like Divulapitiya, Madhyagampitiya, Mabodala in rural areas in the Gampaha district. This
research focuses on identifying the development challenges in the rural periphery of the rapidly
developing Gampaha district, and this is the main research question addressed in this study.
Therefore, the main objective of this study is to identify these specific development challenges in
the rural periphery the Gampaha district. The sub-objectives of this study include determining
the factors influencing the challenges in the rural periphery and proposing appropriate solutions
to overcome the identified development challenges.

Different theoretical models can be used to study regional economic growth. In 1984, Mick Moore
has reported about the development and rural-urban division in Sri Lanka. In his study, he
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focused on four main areas in Sri Lanka including the core areas in the Western, Galle, and Matara
districts, internal/inner periphery areas in Kegalle, Nuwara Eliya, and Kandy districts, outer
peripheral areas in Puttalam, Kurunegala, Matale, Badulla, Monaragala, and Rathnapura districts,
and periphery areas in Hambantota, Ampara, Batticaloa, Mulativ, Vavuniya, and Kilinochchi
districts. In his study he used ... model to study the rural/urban distinctions. For this study,
Immanuel Wallerstein’s World system theory model, freedman’s co-periphery model, and
Chrystaller’s Central Place Theories were used.

Methodology

The interpretive research paradigm and the deductive approach were used in this research and
quantitative and qualitative data was used to determine the development challenges in the rural
periphery of the Gampaha district. In addition, primary data and secg y data was used to

When selecting the study location, the populatio Was taken into
consideration (Table 1). Due to, rural periphgagh Kion size in

Gampaha district is 2,372,000 (Departpi#® st urban

. Grama
and Popula.tlon Niladari
area density Divisions
(Km?) (for 1Km?2) (GND)
146,278 31 4,749 39
Katana 242,148 108 2,250 79
Divulapitiya 0 148,532 185 148,717 202 735 123
Mirigama 0 168,485 891 169,376 187 908 149
Minuwangoda 175,774 11 183,528 131 1,406 121
Wattala 8,848 151,792 0 180,640 55 3,308 46
Jaela 32,142 175,252 0 207,394 64 3,241 57
Gampaha 64,152 139,276 0 203,427 96 2,126 101
Attanagalla 0 184,657 141 184,798 154 1,200 151
Dompe 0 158,493 0 158,493 178 889 133
Mahara 0 213,837 0 213,837 99 2,164 92
Kelaniya 28,544 112,797 0 141,341 22 6,454 37
Biyagama 0 192,022 0 192,022 62 3,117 49
Total 370,718 2,000,053 1,229 2,372,000 1,387 1,711 1,177

Source: The Department of Census and Statistics, 2016
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Figure 1. Location of the stug

Under the dedu #pplied to
collect prim ehold units in
Pathig Eveloped by ArcGIS
\Y e the qualitative data.
Destg an score measures, simple
regre Becondary data for the study (i.e, ...)

center with a core PHowever, a regional development backwardness can be observed in
the region due to several development challenges faced by the people living in the rural periphery
of the district. According to the analysis of primary and secondary data, the major development
challenges in the area could be studied under four main development challenges: (1)... (2)... (3)...
and (4).... The solutions to address these challenges could be analyzed.

Itis very important to study the socio-cultural development challenges in rural communities. The
socio-cultural situations can be affected by different social activities. Therefore, the educational
levels of the rural people, health conditions, cultural beliefs, and household conditions should be
studied. Consequently, socio-cultural development challenges can be identified on the social
condition.
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Education is a process of developing knowledge, skills, and attitudes in an individual. Education
has greatly influenced human development in any country. The development of intelligence,
personality, skills, and awareness contribute to a good society. The development should not be
regional, but it must be obtained by everyone. In the study area, the education can be identified
as an important component of the development process. When having a high-level education, a
high intellectual contribution can be made to development.

The development process becomes an important factor in higher education depending on the
level of education. Intellectual contribution to development will be of great help. When focusing
on the study area, low-level education has been identified. Societies with educated people can
make a high-level contribution to the labor force. But low-level education has created a low-level
society. Consequently, such societies experience nonregular activities which impact the whole
society.

ectively, it can 3 condided that the
villagers have a lower access to education. T er level of educav as resu the study
population to have lack of social knowle ck of intelligence lef@l, el of un standlng,

’1,1
and awareness. /
Oy, %‘f’v
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Figure 2. ReasonM population for not following higher education

Figure 2 summarizes the reasons of people not accessing higher education. Most villagers have
stopped their education after primary or secondary education. It can be identified that the
primary reason behind this is economic inconvenience. Moreover, wide spreading drug is a main

socio-cultural challenge in the rural periphery area.

Drug addiction is impacting seriously not only rural development but also the personal and family
development. Lack of education may be one of the reasons behind people getting addicted to
drugs. Most young people have addicted to drugs (Figure 3). Most of the school-age children in
the study area are addicted to drugs. According to the survey, Moonshine has highest number of
drug addicted people within the study area.
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Figure 3. Age categories of the people who are drug addi \

education, lack of edge of financial management, and lack of family plan and plan are
identified in child marriage women.

The husband’s actions have impacted a lot of family problems. Because the person who depends
on child marriage, is not educated and not intelligent. his drug addiction is the main reason for
his unbalanced family life. In addition, pregnancies of low ages, casual relationships, unstable
families, lack of child nutrition and lack of education can be identified in this study. Consequently,
child marriage is a main social-cultural challenge has focused in rural periphery areas. Women's
education level has an impact due to for this situation.
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Figure 4. Educational levels of women in the study area
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dgtted to hired j

to depend on@wery low level of ng@ehly income. 73% of the study population have a monthly
@pees. Accordingly, it is a representation of the backwardness of
the social system ¥
low income. Here, | les living at very low-income levels are facing many challenges. 12% of
the population has a monthly income in between Rs. 6,001-15,000 and 8% of the study
population has a monthly income of Rs. 15,001-20,000. Only 5% of the study population earns
Rs. 20,001-30,000 per month and 2% of the people have a monthly income of less than 30,000
(Sampath Pathikada Report, 2020).

During the study of the sample area, 30 family units were identified mainly under 06 job
categories includinghired jobs (temporary jobs), brick/masonry/carpentry, private jobs,
government jobs, foreign jobs, and self-employment. According to the results, 55% of the total
employees represented those who engage in temporary jobs. 15% of the study population was
engaged in brick/masonry/carpentry. The number of people employed in the private sector was
17% of the total. Two people are working in the government, which as a percentage was only 4%.
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Four self-employed people represent 7% of the total. 2% of the study population was doing
foreign jobs (Survey Data, 2021). Obtaining microfinance loans at high interest rates is seen in
the rural sector. According to the study population earn their livelihood based on government
jobs, private sector jobs, hired jobs, and brick/masonry/carpentry. Most of the people do wage
labor and brick industry as the main means of living. Moreover, it is seen that a majority of people
in the area are receiving benefits under social security welfare such as Samurdhi, Public
Assistance, Elderly Allowance, Disability Allowance, etc. Accordingly, the majority of people living
in rural areas are low-income families. In the study area, a simple regression model, and
correlation coefficient values were calculated for the correlation between the income and
expenditure of the family units to obtain microfinance loans. A simple regression model was
constructed to identify the impact of expenditure on the income of families living in the rural
periphery (Figure 5). Here monthly expenditure can be used as the dependent variable and

monthly income as the independent variable. '
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Figure 5. A simple regression model to identify the effect of family income and expenditure

Compared to the values of the monthly income of the 30 family units, the minimum is Rs.13,900
and the maximum is Rs. 80,000. An average income of Rs. 28,093 with a standard deviation of
income is Rs. 12,724 was calculated. Accordingly, the value of the coefficient of determination is
(R?) 0.761 that is, 76.1% of the total variation of the dependent variable is explained by the
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estimated regression model that is, 76.1% of the average expenses of a household depends on
monthly expenses (Figure 5).

Focusing on the sample area, it can be recognized that the majority of people in rural areas are
dependent on micro-income sources due to the weakening of the agricultural base. They live by
earning daily income without any investments. It is mainly because the salary received by the
rural community through microeconomic income is not enough to maintain their standard of
living, so they have to fulfill their needs incompletely on other days.

100000 110000
1 1

o BexId) 9 :53(%3)5 Oty

230000

210000
L

grefore, the villagerg#€pend within their village and nearby small towns for their
According tgiigure 6, the nearest city to the study area is Badalgama. In other

Government policies and politicians' decisions are very important in addressing the socio-
economic issues in rural areas. The main feature that can be identified here is that the reality
associated with the rural areas according to the political pattern is the increase of the gap that
has not existed and the growth of a new class with wealth. It is seen that the problems existing in
rural areas are controlled by the activities of political leaders. Political participation is important
to reduce the problems arising in terms of infrastructure such as roads, sanitation, water, etc.
while paying attention to the low-level infrastructure in rural areas. Some kind of development
programs are launched with the participation of political actors only focusing on the vote,
whereas these programs are implemented targeting only the voters who vote for their party.
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It is very important to identify the environmental challenges in the rural periphery of rapidly
developing districts. The environmental situation in the rural area has a lot of impacts on the
quality of life of the rural people. Through the survey conducted through structured interviews,
it was revealed that in the past it was possible to access safe drinking water by the respondents.
Moreover, due to the presence of water in Ma Oya, there was a fertile environment as a water
catchment area. Focusing on the study area, the rural agricultural people are suffering a lot mainly
due to the scarcity of water in the area. It could be identified through the sample survey that they
are trying to depend on external sources of income as they are under the challenge of maintaining
their daily life.

Discussion

Accordlng to the llterature review, rural people have been facing varioug elopment challenges

on political parties ¥ e majority of people with low educational status. in the village, instead

of intelligent voting, it was seen that rural issues have been politicized. Moreover, they have been
exploited by outsiders.

Sample surveys identified that insufficient drinking water, weak agricultural base, access to
micro-level jobs, etc. are the environmental challenges faced by rural peripheral people.
Accordingly, due to the rapid development processes of the district, it is implied that its
environmental impact has extended to the rural periphery. Powerlessness, spiritual poverty,
isolation, and physical weakness were mainly seen in the rural periphery. Inability to understand
something and incomprehension, reluctance to comment, dependent mentality, economic
backwardness, negative attitudes, and distant coordination with the city are the backward
characteristics of the rural community in the rural periphery.
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Conclusions

This research effectively identified the multifaceted development challenges contributing to the
socio-economic backwardness of the rural periphery within a rapidly developing district in Sri
Lanka, focusing on the Pathigoda GND of the Gampaha district. Through a comprehensive analysis
of the rural periphery, the study identified key challenges in four major domains: sociocultural,
economic, political, and environmental factors. These challenges, which collectively impede
holistic development, were discerned through a combination of community feedback, field
observations, and structured questionnaires. The findings underscore that addressing
development challenges requires a nuanced approach, integrating both community insights and
practical interventions. The research also highlights the critical role of the public sector in
fostering human-centred development. Beyond the enhancement of physical infrastructure, the

emphasis must be placed on human development, prioritizing ed n, healthcare, and
tudy advocates for
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